
MBR / Hard Disk Layout

The MBR is the very first part of your hard disk stores the boot loader and the partition table.

Basically it comes to this: The MBR is 512 bytes . . the first 446 bytes are for the boot loader, and
the bytes from 446 to 512 are for the partition table. If you delete the full 512 bytes you will not
only delete the boot loader but you will have lost the partition table as well . . . so . . be careful !

If you back up the MBR to floppy you do:

# dd if=/dev/hda of=/dev/fd0/boot.mbr bs=512 count=1

Once the disk is clean and you want to restore:

# dd if=/dev/fd0/boot.mbr of=/dev/hda bs=512 count=1

This will restore the original partition table and the boot loader you had in the MBR.

Now, if you only want to clear the boot loader part ( and keep the partition table intact ) you do:

# dd if=/dev/zero of=/dev/hda bs=446 count=1

How to restore MBR on harddisk
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